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them be conferred by universal suffrage, by the peo-
ple, the only true judge!"
Besides, these things were not the most useful. It
was necessary to take a level which would be above
the heads of the wealthy. And he represented them
as gorging themselves with crimes under their gilded
ceilings; while the poor, writhing in their garrets with
famine, cultivated every virtue. The applause became
so vehement that he interrupted his discourse. For
several minutes he remained with his eyes closed, his
head thrown back, and, as it were, lulling himself to
sleep over the fury which he had aroused.
Then he began to talk in a dogmatic fashion, In
phrases as imperious as laws. The State should take
possession of the banks and of the insurance offices.
Inheritances should be abolished. A social fund
should be established for the workers. Many other
measures were desirable in the future. For the time
being, these would suffice, and, returning to the
question of the elections: "We want pure citizens,
men entirely fresh. Let some one offer himself/*
Frederick arose. There was a buzz of approval
made by his friends. But Sen6cal, assuming the atti-
tude of a Fouquier-Tinville, began to ask questions as
to his Christian name and surname, his antecedents,
life, and morals.
Frederick answered succinctly, and bit his lips.
S6n6cal asked whether anyone saw any impediment
to this candidature.
"No! no!"
But, for his part, he saw some. All around him
bent forward and strained their ears to listen. The
citizen who was seeking for their support had not
delivered a certain sum promised by him for the foun-*